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DISCOURSE 


Concerning 
Unttion, and V/aſhing of Feet 


Set. 1, W T hath bin, and yet is a matter of 
| Enquiry in the Churches, Whether 
the Triplicity of Primitive Rites, 
'viz. Impoſition of Hands, Union and Waſhing 
'of Feet, then in frequent Uſe, ao yet remain 
Standing Ordinances by Divine Inſtitution ? 
Some think they beall ſo; but many judge} 
only Cne ſo, viz. Impoſition of Hands, con- 
cerning which we Diſcours'd elſewhere. 
Others take the other Two alſo to be ſuch ; 
and indeed I do not ſee how any of the Three 
can be fairly excluded if any one be admitted. 
Therefore having feen great Reaſon to Exa- 
mine the grounds upon which ſuch Apprehen- 
lions are built, leſt a Yoke ſhovld be laid on 
the Churches which Chriſt never laid, and 
leſt in caſting off Antichriſtian Tokes we ſhould 
rejet the obſervation of any thing which our 
Lord Jeſns Chriſt hath commanded ; the two 
latter of the forementioned ſhall here be 
ſpoken to. And it's the firſt of the two, 
Anointing the fac% with Oil, which we are moſt 
(concerned in, there having bin of late ſome- 
thing Publiſhed in the Defence of this Aſſer- 
A tion, þ 
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tion, That Anointing the Sick with Oil 1s a ffand4I8- 
ing Ordinance to Confirm the Promiſe of Healing 
uito Church- embers, | 
The Author whereof having deſervedly 
Renowned Memorial among the Churches of 
Chriſt; his Miſtake in this Poiat (who ſo ſel4 
dom miſtook in Points of the higheſt Nature 
might be of jll conſequence. Whether helW!-< 
ever intended the Publiſhing of the ſaid Pa-|ſ|c- 
per, or ever practiſed according thereto, is 
much to be queſtioned ; bur it being now Pub- 
liſhed, it puts us upon a Neceſſity of ſpeaking 
ſomething to this Point, according to the light 
which is given us through God's Grace from}{15- 
his Word, it 
$. 2. The Aſſertion is grounded on James|I| 
5- 14, Aodwe 1s iv vwiv, Oc. Is any one amonp\111 
you weak, et bim call for the Elders of the Church,|||F" 
and let them pray for bim [here lieth the ſtrefs]I|D 
of the Command] anointin; bim with Oil Cmen-JI|t 
tioning this Und#1on as a known Circymitance|J[1l 
then in Uſe] in the Name of the Lord, Our|}}ac 
Renowned Author here tells vs, that the a-]Þal 
nointing here mentioned 1s not the anointing]{|4 
ſpoken of ark 6. 13. by which the Apoſtles 
healed through a Miraculous Gift. He ſhould|Þ|t/ 
have ſaid the kind of Healing was not the 
ſme; for the anointing was the ſame, and|Þ|o 
applicd for the fame general End, viz. Heal- 
ing. And he ſhoull! have told us where theſ}|y 
rromiſe of Bodily-ticaling is made peculiarly|||h 
to Church-Members, and diſtin&t from other||[|C 
good things promiicd, Spiritual and Tempo- 
ral He faith afterward, the Promiſe is here,[Þ|t 
And he ſhall be healed: But is this beſtowed||| 
di- 


- 
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iſtin&ly and apart from forgiveneſs ? Doth 
Jealing come by UnCtion, and Forgiveneſs by 
ayer? How. comes the Promiſ> of Health 
p have a Seal annexed, any more than the 
Proniifes of Kiches, or a ſupply with Foo'! and 
a1Teuc Loa poor Sault z or the Promue of 
Fouour to ſuch as ſuffer Reprouch tor 


His Arguments are as follows, and do tend 
to prove mo::ly, That the Undo of James 
was not extraordinary. 

Arg, 1. Avointing with Oi! was joined [ Jam, 
5. 14.7] with the 7 Iders . rayers, therefore it's a 
tanding Ordinance. 

Avrſ. Non ſeq, For extraordinary actions 
in the Primitive Churches were joined with 
Prayer; As the chooling an Apoltle Ads 1. 
Doth | ir follow therefore, that to chooſe Apo- 

les, 15 a Standing Ordinance ? and ſo was lay- 
ing Hands on the Seven Deacons, ch.zp.4. The 
actions of Elders or ordinary Chriſtians are 
all as to this under a gencral Command, Phil. 
4.6. 

Arg, 2. All Precepts in this Epistle concern 
the Church for ever ;, Therefore this. 

Anſ. The Antecedent wants proof, for 
one may not though the reſt may. 2. 'The 
Aztecedent and Con/cquent may be granted, and 
yet the Queſtion not concluded; for the Precept 
here (rightly underſtood) may concern. the 
Church for ever, 

Arg. 3. From the Perſons that were to be ſent | 
to, viz. The Elders of the Church, 1. He ſaith 
ot, ſend for men who had the Healing Gifts, but 
for the Elders of the Church. 

A 3 | A 
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Anſ. There was no -necd of ſaying orhen 
wiſe then, as in the next Age, becauſe Elder 
had ordinarily healing Gifts, either extraos 
dinarily, as the Apoltles had, for they we 
indeknitely beſtowed on the Church, 1 Cor 
12, 9. and therefore as on Brethren, ſo on 
Elders moſt eſpecially. Or Elders had ordina-|! 
ry healing Gifts, practiſed as Phyſicians, from| Win 
the example of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and] 
| therefore the Elders might rather than others 
be ſeat for, having Abilities to heal the one 
way or the other, 

The Elders during the Apoſtolick Times,and| I | 
atterward, from the Examples of Chriſt and] Þ'- 
his Apottles, exerciſed themſelves in healing] [| 
the Sick, as well as in Preaching the Word, | [|t 
being qualified thereto by an extraordinary] I 5! 
Gift, or by an ordinary acquired Gift and skill| Ja 
Medicinal ; fo Luke healed, and undoubtedly] Fa! 


divers Elders. 'I 
2. Who mere ſtandins Officers of a Church | 
which was to continue ? 'be 


Anſ. Though Elders and Churches were to 
continue, yet it follows not that what Gitts off F [Ir 
ox . p . . 

Fealing were in ſome, ſhould ſucceſſively con-| I |d 


tinue to all that were to follow. tl 
3. The Elders in every Church had not that| I | 
Gift. Pp 


Af, That wants proof; its molt likely the ||h 
Elders in every Church at that time had ex- I 
raordinary or ordinary Gifts, and if all had] fi 
not, th: Apoſtle may underſtand thoſe that 
had; or that the Elders ſhould come to afſilt | I | 
by Prayer, whenever the Healer came to heal, 
and they ſuperviſing it, its ſpoken of, as though] I |k 
they did it, F'Y 


ax 
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4. The Gifts of Healing and Prophecy were a- 
weſly beſtowed, as to thoſe that were not ApoFtles | 
w Evangeliſts, 1 Cor. 12. 8, 9. 

f Anſ. They might be ordinarily fo, but it 
dllows not that it was fo always; there's no- 
thing ſaid to demonſtrate that they who had 
he gift of Prophecy, had notthe gifr of Heal- 
ling, for there's as much to prove that ſich 


"Im 
nd] Mas had the gift of Prophecy, had not the gift 
2rs| Fjof Tongues and Interpretation. 


Arg. 4. Is ta'en fro. the Perſons to be heal-! 
ed. 1. If it bad teen evtraordina'y healing, it 
nd] $|wou'd have extended further, to Blind, Leaf, 
nd] Yi Dumb, &c. 
ng 0] Avfſ. How doth it appear that it extends not 
totheſe ; the Word 'Avwd 715 may take in any 
ryl | Sicknek, Weakneſs, or Infirmity of Body; 
i111 J/and we know that many fo affected, as Deaf 
ly] $/and Dumb, have been cured by Medicinal Re- 


\medies ? 
cþ| |! 2. They were Members of the Church, not T'n- 
believers, | 
to Anſ. The Members of the Church were moſt 


of] [|immediately and knowingly obliged ; but nn- 
n-| | |\doubtedly if an Extra-Ecclelian had ſent for 
the Elders of the Church upon the ſame ac- 
at] | |count, the Elders would have gone to him, 
prayed over him, and anointed him, as if he 
hel | |had been a Member, and the promiſe of Heal- 
x-| ||ing, and Forgiveneſs of Sins, is as much to 
id | ] ſuch. 

at Miraculous Healing did extend t9 all forts, Be- 
(t] | [hevers and Unbelievers. 

I, Anſ. Yea, ſo doth all bodily healing of any 
kind, 
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ea, to them chiefly. D 

Anſwo. But if Unbelievers be underſtood i 
the largeſt Scaſe, its a great miſtake, and cag 
tradicted by himſelf afterwards ; for he ſaith 
and its true, That all that were 'healed by th 
extrao! dinary Gitt of Healing, were to hav 
the Faith of Miracles. - Its true, Tonpres, and} 


of tae Golpel, and ſaid to be Signs, but the 
immediate effect of the Gift of Healing was to 
Heal ; and its certain Chriſt and the Apoſtles 
did Heal both! Beljevers and Unbelievers, and 
a ſecondary Efte& and End was, for Convicti- 
on and Confirmation of Truth, Heb. 2. 

Arg. 5. Taken from the generality of the ex- 
tent of thus Crdinance, If any among ſt you be Sick, 
which argues it not to be extraordmary ;, for when 
any were "bealed | y an extraordinary Gift, it was 
by a Faith of Miracles concurring. 

nf. Then they were not Unbclievers in the 
largeſt Senſe; but when a Gift of Healing is 
in the Church, the call to reſort to it 1s inde- 
finite, and the call to wait vpon God for any 
Good, is a ca!] to exerciſe that Faith which is 
ſuitable to thoſe Ways and Means God calls 
Men to the uling of. 

Arg. 6. From the Means appointed, Oil, ow 
the extraor or din, wy Gift of Healing was not confined 
to Oil, &C. 

Anſ. le true, it was not, but being Oil was 
uſed in extraordinary Healing ſometimes, why 
might it not here alſo in the ſame manner ? 

Arg. 7. From the pen:rality of the Command, 
[ the Ala Argument with the Firit, but fol- 
lowed a little otherwiſe ] that if extraordi- 
nary 


Propaecying, were for Conv iction of the Truths| 
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ky> Gifts were meant, then none. ſhoutd bave 


wh; Why will this follow any more than in 
Chriſt's and the Apoltles times? And yet it 
was free for all to refort to them, none was 
refuſed, as we read of, that came or ſent. 
None of theſe Arguments conclnde the Que- 
ſtion, Th. its a ſtanding Inſtitation ;, for they 
all run upon this Suppokition, That the Un- 
Gon mentioned by the Apoſtle Tames, was ei- 
ther an extraordinary Gitt, or it was a Stand- 
ing Ilaſtitution ; but it was no extraordinary 
Gift, therefore a ſtanding Inſtituted Ordi- 
nance, and the minor he proves by theſe Seven 
Arguments ; how weak they are 1n that regard 
we have made appear ; ſo that for all that hath 
been faid, by that worthy Man, it might be 
an extraordinary Gift that is here intended. But 
we alſo deny the Disjundion, and ſay there may 
a third Reaſon be aſſigned, that's intended by 
the Apoltle, as we ſhall ſhew anon. 

C3. Our Learned Author propoſcth divers 
ObjeGions, and returns Anſwers, which we pro- 
ceed to reply to. 

Cbj. 1, "This is to make more Sacraments 
than two. Which'he Anſwers by way of Con- 
ceſſion, only diſtinguiſhing betwixt Seals of the Co- 
venant of Grace, and Seals of other Promiſes. 

Keply. There are no Promiſes made even of 


outward good Things to God's Children but 
[ln Chriſt Jeſus, and contained in the Covenant 


of Grace, and there needs no other Scals but 


| 


| what are Sca!s to that. Circumcition Sealed the 


Promiſe of C::ſt to Abrabam,and all the Promi- 


[ſes of the Land of Canaan,and of External Bleſ- 


{ings 


— 
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tings therein, He inſt..nceth in the Rainbow, Om; 


p 


9. 11, 12, &c, But that was God's confirts 
ing Seal of the Covenant of Grace to Noab,j 


and of an External Good promiſed to the 


Church, and to the World, for the fake of thei 


Church, and accordingly applied by the Prophet 
Iſaiah to the Covenant of Grace, as a Confir- 
ming, Sign to us, 

But what is this Inſtance to our purpoſe ? 
Whatever the Rainbow was, it was no [Inſtt- 
tuted Church Ordinance, and cannot be called 
a Sacrament; for that is ſuch a Sign and Seal 
as 1s Inſtituted by Chriſt for our Obedience 
thereto, wherein by ſome Acts of ours appoin- 
ted by Chriſt, we ſhew forth ſome Spiritual 
Thing that our Faith is exerciſed on thereby. 

Obj. 2. If it be a Seal its of Remiſſion of 
Sins; for that is ſpoken of in the Text by the 
Apoſtle. 

Anſ. Remiſſion of Sins there, is not that gene- 
ral an4 etcrnal Forpryeneſs promiſed in the Cove- 
nant of Grace, but the taking away of a temporary 
Guilt, 

Kepl. But is there any ſaving Remiſſion but 
what belongs to the Covenant of Grace ? And 
muſt there be one Seal for Eternal Remiſſion, 
and an>ther for Temporary ? If a Seal of Re- 
miſſion muſt be carried to the Sick, it makes 
much to juſtiie a Popiſh Praftice in carrying 
the Lord's Supper to them. It is true, there is 
a Forgiveneſs ſpoken of in Scripture, which is 
only not to puniſh with Temporal Puniſhments, 
and 1s not Saving, as to the Sonl, as P/al. 78. 
38. And there's no Seal as I know of, belong- 
ing to ſuch a Temporal and Negative Salva- 
ti0n 
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ſton properly conſidered, remaining as an Or- 
{dmance in the Church, 

\ Obj. 3. All Sacraments are Seals to abſolnte 
Promiſes ; and when rightly uſed in Faith, have 
Whcertainly their effe&t : But this hath not, for ſo 
none ſhould dye who in Faith ſhould ule it. 

Anſ. Trae, all Sacraments of the Covenant of| 
Grace are ſuch, but yet God may have ap- 
pointed another Seal for the Confirmation of the 
Promiſes of outward Mercies : Of this nature 
is the Ordinance of Impoſition of Hands. 

Kepl. We have no ground to believe that 
God hath appointed any other Seals than fich 
as belong to the Covenant of Grace, which 
He hath annexed thereto by his Inſtitution, 
He inſtanceth in Impoſition of Hands, which he 
ſaith is a Sacrament for increaſe of Gifts. Put, 
1, Was it not uſed at'firſt for beſtowimg Gifts ? 
How comes it now to be changed from the firſt 
Intention ? 2, Whatever Sacrament is for ex- 
creaſe is to be often repeated, bur fo is not Im- 
polition of Hands, according to the zealouſeſt 
Aſſertors thereof. 3. Sacraments, as Signs, 
hold forth and fignifie, by way of Symbol, al- 
ways ſome ſpiritual and inward Gracez we 
never find they terminate upon common Gifts, 
and corporeal Benefits, and we read of a Sa- 
crament for encreaſe of Grace, but none for 
encreaſe of Gifts, 4. Why ſhould not Undtion 
be for encreale of Health, as well as Impolition 
of Hands for encreaſe of Gifts, and fo to have 
a double uſe for Recovery of Health, and en- 
creaſe or continuance of it after recovery ?] 
5. What is there in Impoſition of Hands to 
encreaſe Gifts ? Is it naturally ſo, or by Inſti. 
| tution F 
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tzwn? ,xOue can fay the former, if the 1 
there's a Promiſe annexed for encreaſe of Gifts, 
and then the oftner uſed, the more Gifts will 
be encreaſed ; but we find no ſuch Promiſe an 
nexed, neither 1s it reaſonable to fay, that 
thoſe Rites that were uſed in beſtowing Gifrs in 
the Primitive Times, ſhould be continued to 
ours for encreaſing them, 6. We read of a 
Sacrament to tignihe the gift of Grace, and 
another for the ercreaſe of it, why not two 
Sacraments in reſpect of gifts alſo for thoſe 
diſtinct ends, 

Obj. 4. This gives Countenance unto the 
Papiſts extream UnCGtion, and condemns our 
Reformed Churches for rejecting ir. 

Anfſ. 1. The Church of Rome retains almo#t 
all Crdinances, only ſhe hath perverted them, 
as ſhe hath perverted thus from being an Ordinance 
of reſtoring Health, and forgiving temporary Guilt 
of particular Sins, to become a Sacrament of Tu- 
ſtification and Forgiveneſs of all Sins, and ſo a 
Seal of the Covenant of Grace, and that not for 
the Sick, but for all dywig Perſons when paſt Reco- 
very, in which caſe it ſhould not be uſed. 

Kepl. 1, Though the Church of Rome make 
an Image of every Ordinance of Chriſt, it 
cannot be ſaid to retain all Chriſt's Ordinan- 
ces, and its retaining ſome, argues not that 
all their Ordinances are Chriſt's. 

2, If the Church of Rome uſe Unction to a 
ſick Perſon, though # articzlo mortts, how doth 
ſhe pervert it, for there's nothing in the Text 
that excludes any fick Perſon from the uſe of 
it? And if the ſaid Perſon may be Prayed 
with, and for, why not Anointed too? For 
how 
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| yo manly of ſuch as are apprehended to be in 
Mſadying condition do recover notwithſtanding? 
Fd how much the rather ſhould T»G:on be 
1 lafed to ſuch, if one end be for the removal of 


| | | temporary Guilt, that the Decumbent may not 


ty {depart under it. 

nl 3. How come Sacraments for Forgiveneſs 
0 of Sins to be of two kinds z ſome for Forgive- 
a neſs of all Sins, and ſome for Forgiveneſs of 
d ſome only? Where there is a Sacrament for 
0 Forgiveneſs of all, there needs none for For- 
e 


giveneſs of ſome ; if Chriſt ia his Wiſdom had 
Ordained ſo, no doubt but He would have Or- 
- dained the Repetition of Baptiſm as Tempo- 
r rary Guilt ſhould be contracted, 

4. If the Forgiveneſs here ſpoken of be 
: Soul-ſaving from Guilt, it muſt belong to the 
, Covenant of Grace, and the Papiſts muſt be 
q right in making, it a Sacrament of Juſtification, 
4 and muſt be of ſpecial uſe in articulo mortts, al- 
lowing it to be inſtitoted for the above-ſaid end 
and purpoſe, 

5. Who knows when a ſick Perſon is paſt 
Recovery? If he be fo, (1.) Is he not to be 
prayed for, and with, by the Elders ? (2. May 
not he be under Temporary Guilt? And is 
there not need enough of Forgiveneſs to him 
in that reſpet? (3.) And why ſhould nor all 
means be uſed for Recovery, eſpecially by an 
Ordinance, whileſt there's Life there's hope, 
(4.) Its becoming extream Unttion, is [r eter 
intentionem Agentis; {ſome (as is here granted ) do 
die, and fo far the Unttion Adminiſtred by 
Proteſtants muſt be extream Unction. 
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6.There will need in this caſe a Di/#W#oryWt 

a double Catalogue of Diſeaſes, to tell in Wi 
Un&tion ſhould be applied, and in what G ſe 
not ; as it may beQueried whether its ta 
uſed in Acute Diſeaſes only, or in Chronical al 
ſo? eſpecially ſuch as are known to be in 
curable for the moſt part, as in —_ Gout, 
Stone, Dropſie, &c, And whether it uſed, it] 
may be repeated-often, while the Patient is 
long under a lingering, languiſhing condition ?]YV |: 
Whether ſo often as the Elders pray with the] |! 
Patient they may anoint? Whether if the[] |: 
Phyſician pronounce the Diſeaſe Mortal, any |] | 
{ 

| 

{ 


Unttion at all ovght to be applied ? What 
ſhould be done in caſes of Dilirinms and Di- 
ſtraftions? In caſe alſo of Lameneſs, Dumb- 
neſs, Wounds, &c, there will a hundred Que- 
ries ariſe neceſſary to be reſolved, when to! |! 
Anoint, and when not, if it may not be uſed|] |: 
in all Caſes of Sickneſs, | 

Anſ. 2. The Reformed Churches ſeeing that| | | 
uch a Sacrament could not be, and this muſt needs 
be a perverſion of it, did juſtly rejef it as they 
uſed it :;, only 11 rejetting it they went too far ( as 
in ſome other things) even denying it to have that 
uſe of reſtoring the Sick, as a Seal of the Pro- 
miſe, and an indefinite means to convey that 
Blejjing, which God in Mercy hath appointed it to 
be. 


Repl. What is here acknowledged to be done 
by the Reformed Churches, in rejecting Un- 
Gon as a Sacrament upon all accounts, is 
{moſt Juſtifiable, neither have they gone too 
far herein, nor in laying aſide Four more of 
the Popiſh pretended Sacraments ; neither 

bY doth 
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Ubhan of Food and Raimear, Cc. or hath any; 


this appear by all that hath been ſaid, that 
Hon hath now any Sacramental uſe in re- 
aring:/'of Health, or that any Promiſe here, 
in the Scripture, is any more of Health, 


eal annexed to it any more than Promiſes of 
outward ' Good have their- reſpective Seals : 
Neither is there any real Forgiveneſs of Sin, 
Temporal or Eternal, but what belongs to, 
and 1s beſtowed by that Covenant of Grace; 
therefore there can be no Seals of it, but what 
are Scals of that Covenant; and if Anointing 
be,a, Seal of a Promiſe that belongs not ro the 
Covenant of Grace, it muſt be a Seal of a 
Promiſe -made in the Covenant of Works, or 
elfe quite out of Doors. 

8. 4. The _ Fames, in this Chapter, 
from wer. 7. Exhorting and directing Chriſti- 
ans to a holy and exact Converſation in all 
ſorts of external Conditions, Proſperity and 
Adverlity ;- the things that he 1s particular in 
eſpecially, are 1. Patience in Suffering, 2. Al 
due Reverence of the Great Name of GOD 
in onr ordinary Converſation, ver, 12. where 
he. doth not forbid all kind of Swearing, but 
Swearing by any Creature, and Swearing in 
common Diſcourſe, according to the Words 
and Senſe of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ſat: 5. 34. 
3. He ſhews what Duty is moſt ſuitable to an 
afflitted Condition, viz. Prayer ;, to a proſpe- 
rous Condition, Singing of Pſalms ; and 1n- 
liſts morg largely upon the former of theſe two, 
viz, betaking our ſelves to Prayer in AftiGion 
of any ſort or kind; [ xaxerabe' T5 iy Syuy, 
doth any among you ſuffer evil ?] Its to be un- 


deritoo 
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derſtood of afflictive Evils'of any > idhbes a 


cauſe we are {o incident, to Sickneſſes and 
dily Infirmities, which do moſt commonlye 
all others, unfit, and indiſpoſe us to Pray, 


exhorts Chriſtians as follows, either to ſer | | 
for the Elders of the Church to Pray with th 


Sick, ver. 14. Or Pray one for another,ver.16. | 
Whence the Apoſtle's direction 1s, 1. General, 
in caſe of any Affliction, to Pray. 2. Particu- 
lar, in caſe of Afiction by Sickneſs, that a 
Perſon is indiſpoſed, and unfitted to Pray, to 
ſend for the Elders to pray with him, or to 


get other Chriſtians to pray with him, (in 


caſe Elders be not to be had) for the fervent 


Prayer ( faith he) of any boly Aan, prevails} 


{much, And this he faith, leſt we ſhould think 


that he laid all the ſtreſs of obtaining, the ſick 
Man's Benefit upon the Elderſhip, he faith no, 

for a Holy Chriſtians Prayer prevails much for; 
his Brother or Neighbour, and in the fame! 
way and kind as the Elders, both in reſpe& - 
Healing and Forgiveneſs, ver. 16. 


O 5: Now from the Text it doth appear, 
That the Apoſtle James intends not an Inſti- 
tution of = Sacramental Ordinance 1n- the 
Church, 1, From the manifeſt deſign of the! 
Apolile, appearing from the Text and Con-/ 


{rext, which is to recommend to Chriſtians the 


uſe of Prayer in the Day of Afﬀiction, perfor-! 
_ by . our ſelves, or others for us in Faith, 
I5. in reſpect of outward or ſpiritual 
Wants ver. 14. This Duty is firſt generally 
recommended as a great and ſpecial means by 
way of Duty.to bctake our ſelves unto, and moſt 
ſuitable! 
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[ *:&. That in Caſes of greater Diſtreſs, eſpe- 
Mieially in ſuch of bodily Diſtempers, when we 
lic under Pains, and Langviſhments of Body 


1 


Sing of Feet. I7 


ſaktable, to the Day of Affliction, as Singing 
forth God's Praiſes is moſt ſuitable to the Day 
proſperous Enlargements, 


and Spirits, from which alſo ariſe much dark- 
neſs, and diſquictments of Heart and Conſci- 
ence, as alſo from many Temptations of the | 
evil One, as to our Spiritual State, infomuch 
that the poor Decumbent faith (when thoſe} 
about him preſs the Duty here exhorted to in 
general,that he ſhould betake himſelf to Prayer) 
| cannot Pray by reaſon of my great Pain, or} 
by reaſon of Unbelief, &c. you muſt Pray with 
me, and for me [ Pray one for another] v. 16. 
[ confeſs I have been a ſinful, unbelieving, hy-} 
pocritical Wretch, if God mark Iniquity, all 
this, and much more 1s leſs than I deſerve, 
and I have now many Fears and Doubts lie 
upon me, [If be have ſinned? 4. e. Suppoſing 
[that he labours under diltreſs of Conſcience 
for Sin in general, or for any Sin in particular, 
then ſaith the Apoſtle, in this caſe, call in the 
beſt help you can, [its not ſaid, as is ſuggeſted 

by our Author, it his Diſeaſe be incurable, and 

he be near Death, then its too late ] bur let 

the Sickneſs be what it will, curable, or in- 

curable, threatning approaching Death, or 

not; in this, and ſuch like Diſtrelles ſend for 

| the Elders of the Church ( as well as for the 
Phyſician, which you are ready to do ) that 

| they may connſel, comfort, and Pray with, 
and for the poor Patient, with this Caution, 
not to neglect the uſe of lawful and ordinary} - 
B Medicina] 
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Medicinal Means [ Anointing hm? oue Re« 
medy is hcre ſpecified by a Syzcchdoche, will 
in Scripture, of a part for the whole ; fog 
ſhould not uſe Medicines as Aſa did, "eru ing 
to the Phyncian more than to God, nor i 
them in a heatheniſh manner, without a $6 
lemn Application to the God of Health and 
Sickneſs, the Father of Spirits, that caſteth 
down, and raiſeth up, that killeth and ma- 
keth alive, therefore uſe your Remedies 1 the 
Name of the Lord, according to Col. 3. 17. 
In Obedience to, for the Honour of, and inthe] | 
Fear of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, waiting patient-|| |" 
ly on his Will and Pleaſure, in the vfe of allſf |* 
ſpiritual, and lawful outward Mcans, for aff ! 
Bleſſing upon them. The Motives that thelſ |" 
Apoſtle uſeth to preſs this Duty, (XV. B.) are [ 
laid upon the account of Prayer, not upon the|f |* 
account of Anointing, as the expreſs end of / 
the Patient's ſending for the Elders, is to 
Pray with him, Is any of you fick, what ſhould l 
he do, ſfonld he ſend for the Phy fician ? Yes.|| |! 
Or uſe any Phyfick? Yes. Burt let him in 
the chief place go unto God, ſend for the El- 
ders rather in the firſt place [ not in the laſt, 
when the Caſe 1s paſt Remedy, and hopeleſs, 
as is uſual 7] that they may pray with the Decum- 
bent for a Bleſſing upon means; then uſe the 
Phyſician's Remedies, anoint bim, if he have a 
Pallie, and weak Limbs, or if the Caſe be 
otherwiſe, give a Vomir, a Purpe, a Cordi-l] |* 
al, @&c. in the Name of the Lord : And this}] I! 
is to uſe Phyſick as Chriſtians ought to do,and 
| 
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then he faith not, fend to the Elders to andifit 
him, or to-grve' him Phyſick -(rhouzh =_ 
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be-theoy did, and its very probable ) but to 
Pray with him, and fo Anoint him [| 4a av]4s] 
£wnting bim, or applying ſuitable Remedies, 
evhe Name of the Lord, So that the Appli- 
gttion of Remedies ( whether by themſelves, 
or others) is ſpoken of but as ſubordinate 
Means to be uſed, but not to be depended 
upon, as any way eſtectual to anſwer the 
Decumbents ends, without the Bleſſing of 
God. 


$. 6. Now for the Motives, they are an- 
nexed to the uſe of Prayer all along, not to 
the uſe of Oil, I ſhall but briefly name them. | 
1. The great prevalency of Prayer (ordina- 
rily) made in Faith to recover a lick Perſon; 
| he lays not the Efficacy upon Oz, or the Re- 

medy, but faith the Lord being called upon, He 
[hall raiſe bim up. 

2. The prevalency of the Prayer of Faith to 
bring into the Soul the light of Pardon, and 
—_4 and of Spiritual Peace and Com- 
Ort. | 

3. Of all means it doth upon Experience 

evail moſt, it is moſt Effectual when per- 
ormed in Faith, with great Fervency and Af- 
fection, by, or for a poor broken-hearted, 
humble, and afflicted Believer, by the Elders, 
or Brethren, wer. 16. 

4. And laſtly, He uſeth the inſtance of Fl:- 
as, who was ſo eminently prevailing with GodT 
in Prayer, for great things of a Temporal Na- 
ture, on the behalf of others, who lay under 
a Judgment, for the reverſe of the ſaid Judg- 
ment and Salvation from it ; which prevalen- 
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cy he doth not aſcribe to Un&tion, nor ſeems 
ſo much to aſcribe to his extraordinary Pros 
phetick Spirit, as to the Prayer of Faith, thetes 
tore fetcheth an Argument there-from, to 
voke and incite them to Pray for one anoth 
or ſend to the Elders to Pray with ſuch as wer 
in Aſtliction, 


S. 7. The Second Argument to prove that 
the Apoſtle had no intent to Ordain any Sa- 
cramental Rite, or Church Ordinance is this; If 
it had been fo, he would not have changed 
the Elementary Ceremony from what Chriſt 
had firſt Ordained to be uſed after his Reſur- 
rection, Mark 16.18, where it was Laying on 
of hands: Which Ceremony we read of to be 
twice uſed in Recovery of the Sick, once in 
Curing Paul's Blindneſs by Anamas, and ano- 
ther time by Pax, in Curing the Father of Pub- 
lius, of a Fever and Blc ody Flux, Ads 28, 8. 
Now ſceing all the Apoſtles ſtood by the Ele- 
mentary Part of Chriſt's Inſtitution, which.He 
Ordaincuy both in Baptiſm, and the Lord's 
Supper, It. 15 not _1n the leaſt probable, that 
the Apoltle James would make any fuch alter- 
ation 1n a Sacramental Inſtitution, ( nor was 
led by the Holy Ghoſt fo todo) fo as to change 
the Elementary Part from one kind to another, 
from Laying on of Hands, to bo a. with 
Ol, 


Obj. The Twelve Apostles uſed Anointing nith 
Ol in miraculois _—_ therefore Inſtituted by 
Chriſt, Mark 6. 


Anſ. 


V aſhing of Feet. 2 | 


|; a&/. We find not that that particular Gel 
refony is there, or any where elſe enjoyned 
ep'/recommended to them by Chriſt, neither is 
Gere ground enough to think, taat of Laying 
of. fon of Hands was ſo, Mark iv. 18. The words 
there are a Promiſe of mirac'[lous Gifcs, fome 
of which for inſtance are enumerated, as Caſt- 
t ing out Devils, ſpeaking with new Tonpues, taking 
[ up Serpents, without hurt, and if "they ſho wid 
'f drink Poiſon, it ſhould not kurt, or if thy did but 
d lay their Hands on: th: Sick, they ſhoirld recoue. 
t Our Author 1s right in this, that the working 
s by extraordinary Gifts was not confined to 
7 the uſe of any one Rite or Ceremony, cr to 
c ſome indefinitely, for ſometimes thoſe mira- 
1 culous Works were wrought without any, as 
; in the Text of Mark 16. ſometimes by only 
b Speaking, ſometimes by Napkins, @c. AGs 3. 
7, 16. & 14. 10. & 16. 18, & 9. 17, 34, 40. 
& 28. 8. And accordingly, when they 
wrought by this Gift, they ſometimes uſed ſome 
ſmall Rire, ſuch as touching with the Hand, or 
Anointi:* witn Oll, ( as Chriſt did the Eyes 
of the Bluzd with Clay and Spittle) which Ju- 
; dicious Perſons could nor think had any natu- 
ral Virtue to produce the Effet, that fo all 
that were Witneſſes thereof could nor but ac- 
knowledge, that what was wrought was im- 
mediately trom God, and could not be done 
any other way, 
| Hence the Twelve Apoſtles, on their firſt 
Miſſion, in healing the Sick, took a Rite that 
was in " ordinary uſe among the Jews ( as a 
weak and common Medicine among them, and 
in thoſe Eaſtern Parts, known to have no great]. 
B 3 _Efficacy, 
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Efficacy in it to be admired, not fo much «« a 
| Cardurs Poſſet with us) and this is the Cap 
cumitance demonſtrating thew Miraculc 


Gift, art 6, 13. that as they caſt out Delg 


vils, whether by any Rite is not mentioned, 
ſo they Recovered the Sick, only Anointing 
them with Oil. And herein Chriſt's Miracles, 
and his Apoſtles diftered from thoſe ſeeming 
ones wrought by Charms, and by a Diabolick 
Confederacy; that the Devil ſtrictly ties up 
his Operators to all the Circumſtances of his 
Impoled Rites, but thus Chriſt did not. 


E 8. The Anointing ſpoken of by James, 
doth not appear by any, or all the Reverend 
Author's Argements, not to be a Rite atten- 
ding an extraordinary Gift ; For it is manifeſt, 
that during the Lives of the Apoſtles, ſuch 
"2% Fs Gifts were in the Churches, 
1 Cor. 12. 4, 9, 10. And it was during that 
time hat the Apoſtle muſt write theſe things; 
and it many ordinary Brethren wrought, and 
fpake by them, then why nor the Elders much 
more? And that ſome ſuch were beſtowed on 
Timnthy in the uſe of the Rite of Laying on of 
Hands is not to be doubted, and if it was in 
uſe to lay Hands on all Elders of Churches (as 
many fay it was, and this Author making it a 
Sacrament) why ſhould not all Elders have this 
Gitr, eſpecially for the good of the Churches, 
a great part of their Office lying in Viliting the 
Sick? It ſeems to be ſtrange, what was the 
Reaſon why the Apoſtles at their firſt Miſſion 
uſed UnGtion, and we read not of the uſe of it 
afterwards, LI conccive it was becauſe the 
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kardi Jeſus, betore his Afcenhon, mernoned 
angher, art 16. i5. though not c: 2j0y Rig 
&Þ5 but his mentioring, it 4 end LO INTIMAart 
to them, that ot the tno, He rather approved 
Hf that of Laying Ou Oi Bands Th 1ealing of the 

Sick, than ot Unc107. 


$. 9. Yet we are not of the Opinion, that 
James intends Healing by an extraordinary 
Gift : But therefore ir follows not, that the 
Unttion meationed by him was a Divine In- 
ſtitution, an Ordinance, yea Sacrament, ( as 
our Author would have 1t) to continue in the 
Churches, as we have abundantly evinced : 
But it was a third Thing, only an Inſtance of 
ordinary Means, with Dire(/102 to a due Chriſitan 
Way and Manaer of the Admimiſtration therc- 
of. 

That Anointing with Oil was frequently 
uſed by the Jews to Exhilarate and Retreſh, 
doth appear by Scripture, and the not uliing it 
was a lign of Mourning, 2 Sam. 14. 2. + ſal. 
23. 5. Mat. 6. 17. And therefore they did 
uſe it to the Sick as a common Medicine, that 
did at leaſt refreſh and revive the weak and 
diſpirited Patient. 

Dr. Lightfoct tells us from the Talmud, 
( which upon ſearch yeor es to be ſo) © That 
i © the Jews were wont to Anoint upon a three-fold 
* Account, 

© 1. For Ornament, which was forbidden on 
* Days of Expiation,and was not uſed on Days 
* of Mourniag, 


2, That 
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« 2. That they Anointed with Oibrfor 


* the Apoſtles Counſel as referring to this 
Mediciaal Practice, is, That it be improved 
to the beſt advantage, and therefore advis 
* {cth to ſend for the Elders of the Church 
to do it, not that there was any more in 
their doing it than in anothers, but that 
with the applying this Corporal Medicine, 
* they might Pray with the Patient, and ap- 
« ply Spiritual Phyſick, &c. which is as much 
*« in our Nation as if a Patient taking Phy- 
&« ſick, ſhould ſend for the Miniſter to Pray 
with him. 
& 3. It was uſed alfo by the ill Jews, with 
©* Charming and Muttering over the Pati- 
© ent, &c. whereupon the Doctor thinks it 
© may be ſuppoſed alſo, That the Apoſtle ob- 
ſerving this Abuſe in ſome, of an ordina- 
* ry and good Medicine, directs Chriſtians to 
&© 2 quite contrary way, to ſend for the Elders 
« of the Church, &c. See Harmon. p. 333. 


8. 10. In a Word, If Undion of the Sick be 
uſed otherwiſe than the third of them before- 
mentioned, 2z. Diabolick, it muſt be upon 
one of theſe following accounts. 

1. £s a Kite annexed to a Gift of miraculous 
Healins ; Thus its not intended here, as our 


* Healing of Diſeaſes ; hence (ſaith the pe3| 


Learned Author would prove by many Argu- 
ments, but hath fallen ſhort in his deiign, as 
hath been proved; though we judge alſo ir 
was not ſuch Undion, that the Apoſtle intends. 
2, Oras a Sacramental Rite, or Symbol, to 
continue in the Church, 
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na 

3, To produce a natural Effed, as other Me- 

dicaments. 

ial it be ſaid weareto uſe it in the firſt Senſe, 
| 431 here muſt be Faith of Miracles, both in the 
{Anointer and Anointed. 2. If ſo, it will have 
Fcertain effect on every one to whom it is duly 
y Adminiſtred, for ſo we find it had 1n the pri- 
| mitive Times, Mark 6. 13. 3. The miracu- 
lous Gift being ceaſed, and the Faith thereof, 
its much folly ro uſe the Rite at all. 

2, If it be pleaded for as our Author doth, 
as a Symbolick and Sacramnetgl Kite Inſtituted 
for continuance in the Church, we have ſhew'd 
that it cannot be grounded upon this place, 
nor on any other, and many Abſurdities wall 
follow on ſuch an Afertion. And it mult ne- 
ceſſarily follow, that the other Primitive Ce- 
remonies, viz. Impoſition of Hands, and waſh- 
ing of Feet, are allo Sacraments to continue, 
whence we ſhall have Five Sacraments in the 
Churches, and come within Two of the Pa- 
pilts number of Sacraments. 

3. If Uniiion be uſed on the third acconnt.as 
a natural Remedy,then it muſt be uſed in ſuch a 
meaſure and way,as that it may have a Medicinal 
Effect ; touching or croſſing the Body with the 
Finger dipt in a little Oil will not do, it muſt 
be rubb'd, and chat*'d in to the part affected,| 
or ſome principal Part muſt be well ſuppled 
with it, and its without doubt, that its no 
Medicine in our Country, there are many 
found ro be much better, inward and out- 
ward,than to Anoint the Body with Ou Olive, 
leſs or more, 
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S. 11.Upon the like, if not greater gr | 

that Union of the Sick, or Impoſ3tion of Hitads|: 
are pleaded to be ſtanding Sacraments in Q | | 
Churches, may alſo Waſhmg of Feet, it bei ul. 
profeſt to be ſuch by the Papii#s, who alſal 
plead (from a wrong Senſe of Scripture) that it} 
was Inſtiruted by ChriſFs Command, and Ex- 
emplary Practice, Joh? 13. 12, 15. That it was 
a Symbol of iaward Grace, &c. and thar it 
was afterward practiſed in the Churches, 
1 Tim, 5. 1& Notwithſtanding all which 
plauſible Pleas, it cannot be acknowledged to 
be any Stated Church Ordinance Inſtituted by] | [r 
Chriſt. For waſhing of Feet was as frequent-| | |c 
ly uſed in that Country, as Anointing with \ 
( 

\ 

| 
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Ol, it being a part of thar reſpective Enter- 
tainment which they uſvally gave to Friends 
coming to them which they had honour for ; 
when the Perſon of Eſteem, or Gueſt came in, 
they called the Servant to bring 1n Water to 
waſh his Feet, and it being the Servants buſi- 
neſs, it was looked upon as Inferiour and Ser- 
vile, and doing thereof by any Perſon of Rank 
or Degree, was looked upon as a very great 
denial of himſelf, and Humility. According- 
ly the Lord Jeſus Chriſt taught his Diſciples] | 
Humility thereby, ſo that it was uſed by Him 
as didaftica!, not by way of Inſtitution of ir 
for a Standing Ordinance in the Church. For 
Jeſus Chriſt being in Fethany two Days before 
the Feaſt of the Paſſover, and Supping there, 
Mat. 26. 6. Mark 14. 3. where Judas was, 
and from whence he went out to betray Him: 
After Supper ( Fobn 13. 4, 5-) He took Wa. 
tex \ 


: wbick they wondred at, that the Maſter 
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mogtd do that which the moſt inferiour Ser- 

#s were wont to do, and knew not the 
eaning of it, wer. 7. { which Chrilt would 
fave told them, had He intended ir for a Sa- 
ramental Aion, as He did always in that 
caſe ] Peter in particular, in honour to his 
Maſter, refuſeth to let Him waſh his Feet, ver. 
6. Chriſt tells him, If He doth not waſh him, 
[ meaning, in his Blood, as to Juſtiication and 
Sanctification, according to that, Heb. 10. 22.] 
be had no part in Him, [_ ws *4s Imports #7 
me ſometimes, or of me, } whereupon Peter 
deſires to be waſhed all over by Chriſt at this 
waſhing ; miſunderſtanding the meaning of 
Chriſt, thinking He had ſpoke of his preſent 
waſhing, for Chriſt had ſaid, ver. 7. Thou 
tnoweſt not now, but thou ſhalt know afterward, 
i, e, after He had done waſhing their Feet, wer. 
14, 15, 16 And Petcy ſeems to apprehend 
that Chriſt intended a Sacramental Waſhing, 
ſignifying the waſhing away of Sin, therefore 
ſaith he, waſh my Hands, &c. No, faith 
Chriſt, He that 1s Sacramentally waſhed, its ſig- 
nificant enough if it be but of a part, it holds 
$ [forth the cleanſing of the whole, and ye are 
as Individuals clean, but not every one ; the 
reaſon of which Saying is given wer. 11. he 
meant Txdas was not clean. Now after he 
had held Pet:r and the Diſciples in an enigzma- 
tical Diſcourſe concerning this Action of His, 
during the time thereof. ver. 12. He takes his 
Garments, fits down, and acquaints them with 
the dire& Reaſon, as if He ſhould fay, You are 


apt 
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apt to think this or that, but I will tell yow-the 
true and direct Reaſon is to teach you Huwdilie 
ty by my Example; you ought to do all 
of Scrvice one for another, in all lowlinchins 
Mind, as your Lord and Maſter hath done, W 
taking upon Himſelf the form of a Servant fo 
your ſakes, ſee wer. 13, 14, 15, 16, 17. and 
coacludes, ſaying, Now ye undertand theſe things 
its well if ye do them, as it were foretelling how 
much a Spirit of Pride and Ambition, which 
He had oft rebuk'd, would be too apt to pre- 
vail in them, and in Miniſters of future Ages, 
who would Lord it over the Churches, and] |, 
one another, ſtriving who ſhould be greateſt. | | ]., 
See Chriſt's full meaning of this place, by com-[ | | 
paring with it Mat. 18. 1, 2. Lie 22, 24, 25, 2 
27. Mat. 23.8, 10, 11. Mark 9. 34, 36. Such ; 
another Sacrament, the waſhing the Saints Feet, 

( 
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is numbred among the qualifications of a Dea- 
coneſs,1 Tim.5.10. becauſe it was an Argument 
of her Humility and readineſs to ſerve the 
Saints in any infecriour offices. 


{ 
$.-12, Finally, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who | 
is Lord over his own Houſe, as a Son, hath not 
left his Churches at a loſs about ſo great a con- 
cernment as his Sacraments and Seals of the Co- 
venant; what of all the Rites uſed, He hath 
Inſtituted as ſuch, and what not; for if He 
hath ſo left them, we labour under this Diffi- 
culty, Whether Chriſt hath Inſtirured Two 
Sacraments, or more ? Whether Baptiſm and 
the Lord's Supper be only Sacraments Inſtitu- 
ted by Him, or whether Impoſition of Hands, 
Anointins the Sick, and Waſhing of Feet, ( ag 
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ficant Ceremonies alſo, uſed by Chriſt and his 
noftics) be alſo Sacraments now continued 
Churches? But Chriſt hath been fo far 
from leaving 'vs unreſolved in theſe great] 
Jaints, That of all the Symbolick Ceremonies, 
any that ſeem ſo, which were in uſe in the} 
Primitive Times upon any account, He hath} 
given certain Notes or Characteriſtick Signs by 
which we know which of them He hath Ordai- 
ned to continue in the Churches to the end of 
the World , and thoſe are Three eſpecially : 
1. That the thing ſignified doth ftill remain, 
together with the neceſſary end and uſe of it 
to the Churches, and all the Members thereof; 
and fo it 15 in Baptiſm, and the Lord's Supper ; 
but ”tis nor ſo in the other (two thereof eſpeci- 


, ally) Conferring of Gifts, and Miraculous Heal- 
1 ing being ceaſed, 2, That in thoſe which He 
> hath appointed to be Standing Symbols in the 
. Church, He hath Ordained Solemn Words to 


be uſed reſpectively,in the Adminiſtration and 
Application of the faid Rites and Elements, 
adapted to the diſtinct Significancy of each 
one; this is found in Baptiſm and the Lord's 
Supper, and in none of the reſt. 3 That which 
15 a diſtinguiſhing Mark beyond diſpute, is this, 
'That the Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath expreſly con-! 
tinued them to the end of the World, at. 
28. 19, 20, 1 Cox, 11. 26. viz. Baptiim-and 
the Lord's Supper, which cannot be ſaid of any 


| 


uſed only for ſome ſpecial Reaſons appropriate 
to thoſe Times, and not continued as laſt 
tuted Ordinances, or Symbols and Scals o 


of the other Three fore-named Rites, and} 
therefore we call them only Primitive Rites, 


the 


k 


cA_raw_ 


30 Of OndTior 


. 
- 


the Covenant. The Things then "alt 

them being ceaſed, no ſtated and fixed Wi 
of Adminiſtration ſtanding upon Record 

| no expreſs continuance of them to the cc 

| of Chriſt, or end of the World : Therclaf 
we conclude as there remains but Two Sac! 
1mments, ſo there are no more Symbolick Rite 
{Inſtituted for Standing Ordinances in the 
{ Churches, all the reſt of Primitive Date and 
uſe, being now Obſalete. 
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"Books Printed for Nath. Hiller, at the Princes 
ms i» Leaden-hall-ſtreert, over again# St. 
Mary Axc. 


H E Righteouſneſs of God through 
Faith, upon all, without difference,who 
Believe, in Two Sermons on Rom. J. 22. B 
the Late Reverend Mr. Nathanael Mather, Mi- 
niſter of the Goſpel. 

Battcrics upon the Kingdom of Satan. By 
Mr. Cotton Mather, Author of the late Memo- 
| rable Providences of Witchcraft, and of Earth- 
quakes Excmplificd. 

The Throne of Grace Diſcourſcd of, from 
Heb. 4.16. By Robert Trayle, M. A. Miniiter 
of the Goſpel. 

A Learned and Accurate Diſcourſe,concern- 
ing the Guilt of Sin, Pardon of that Guilr, and 
Prayer for that Pardon. By the Reverend Mr. 
Tho. Gilbert, latcly deceaſed, at Oxford. 

Scripture Proof for ſinging Scripture Pſalms, 
Hymns, and Spiritual Songs. By E. H. 

The Conqueſts and Triumphs of Grace, be- 
ing a Narrative of the Succeſs of the Goſpel 
among the Indians in New-England, By Mat. 
Mabew, 

A Letter to Dr. Bates, in Vindication of the 
Dr. and my ſelf, neceſſitated by Mr. Williams 
Anſwer to Mr. Humphreys. By Steph. Lob. 

Pietas in Patriam ; The Life of his Excel- 
lency Sir William Phipps, Knt. Late Captain 


and Actions performed by him. 
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General and Governour of New-England. Con-þ 
taining the Memorable Changes undergone," 


